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the present day. Taking 300 B.C. as the date of flie-
recasting of the Mahabharata as we have it, we find
that from 300 B.C. down to the present day, the belief in
India has been that the Mahabharata war took place
about the beginning of the Kali-age.1 Now all the
Indian astronomers agree in stating that the Kali-age
began in 3101 B.C. It follows naturally that in the
opinion of the Indian astronomers, who range from
100 A.D., the Mahabharata war took place about
.3101 B.C.
Whence did the Indiaa astronomers derive that date
for the beginning of the Kali-age? That is a question
which has puzzled many thinkers and Dixit himself is
one of them. It is suggested by him that the astrono-
mers perhaps obtained that date by calculation. They
supposed that the beginning of the Kali-age was marked
by the coming of th'e planets near Ashwini and found
the year 3101 B,C. as the one which most nearly ful-
filled that condition. But there is no authority to hold
that the Indian astronomers thought that the beginning
of the Kali-age was marked by the coming together of
the planets near Ashwini. Nor does it appear that the
real positions of the planets were near Ashwini in the
year 3101 B.C. Dixit takes Madhyama Grahas or their
mean positions and bases his theory upon them. But
Madhyama Grahas are of no use in this connection,
as the Spashta or real positions of .the planets often
differ by very large amounts from their Madhyama or
I The Surya-siddhanta speaks of Bharata as interchangeable
with the beginning, of the Kali-age when it speaks of Bharata Guru,,
me Dixit, p. 193,